PRAYER

You guys know anything about cars? Let's think about a 4 cylinder. What happens
if one of those cylinders is working properly? Not very efficient, slow, not very
powerful. Same idea with the Core 4 in our relationship with God. They all work
together.

Think about the Text for a second. Let's say you are interested in somebody....but
all you ever did was study them. You know everything about them: what they like
to eat, favorite holiday, favorite cologne/perfume, bed time....you know everything
about them, but you never talk to them.... What would you be called? A STALKER!

God doesn’t want you to be a stalker....He doesn’t just want you to know
everything about Him. He wants a relationship, not a Text Cowboy (beat people
with Bible but don't love people with God's heart).

So as we transition to talking about Prayer, | want you to think about this. Prayer is
simply a conversation with God.

Did you know there are 650 prayers listed in the Bible? 450 recorded answers to
prayers. First time prayer officially mentioned in Bible is Genesis 4:26. the Bible
records Jesus praying 25 times. Paul mentions prayer/prayer reports/prayer
requests/invitations to pray 41 times in the Text/ How to pray-sitting, standing,
hands, posture, its in the Text. Jesus talks about how to pray in the Text.

How do we end our prayers. Amen. "So be it"

Different Prayers:

e Zechariah (Baptizers dad) asks for a son(Luke 1:13)...because in those
days if you couldn’t have kids it was shameful. They believed God was
mad at you or you did something wrong. He's asking for shame to be
removed.

Solomon asks for Wisdom 1 Kings 3:9
Gideon asks for a sign in Judges 6 (show me you're real)

Elijah prays for it not to rain and then rain 1 Kings 17 & 18
Paul prays for pain to be removed from him 3 times. 2 Corinthians
Entire groups pray together in Acts: for boldness. For Peter when he was
in jail.

God wants to talk to you. He wants you to talk to Him. He wants a relationship

with you. Think about a marriage. IF | never talk to Miss Faith, guess what? Our
relationship is going to suffer. It won't be like it should be. We aren't just causal
friends. We entered in to a marriage covenant with each other. That's similar to



what we do with God when we believe in Him and what He has done for us.

"Yeah but God already knows everything I"m going to say”. Fact. But He wants to
know that you know that He knows. We have to say it with our mouths.

John 17- Getting ready to be arrested and die on cross

Read v.1-4 Now quick timeout....He's not dead yet! He is not on the cross yet.
What work did He complete yet? Not negating what He did on the cross-you hear
me? Who is grateful for that?? But too many times we read the Bible and make
assumptions on passages. Jesus is saying He has finished some work that He had
came to do. So what is that? From what | can tell, He had finished His work of
making disciples. He had passed on everything that God had told Him to pass on
so that it will still be around 2000+ years later on a Wednesday night in Mansfield.
But this is not on topic at all. Sorry.

Read v. 5-26
e He's getting ready to be arrested and what does He want to do? Pray
® Praying for His disciples. Protect them!
e By whose name? The name of Jesus. God’s given name to Him
e He doesn't pray for it to be easy. He prays for protection
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So next logical question is "How do | pray?

You do it just like you would talk to your spouse.... You bow your head, close your
eyes, fold your hands, squint your eyes if your saying hard stuff and then mumble
“Ummm Faith, uhhh, do you think, uh it might be uhh possible if | could uhhh
maybe like go play with my friends? No? Do the laundry? Ok uhh yeah ok yeah.”

Listen I'm not knocking the way we pray. Well maybe a little, but there is nothing
wrong with it. But when we read Scripture we see people praying in all kinds of
ways. Think about how you communicate with people. Sometimes, you talk long,
sometimes it's short. Sometimes it's real quiet. Sometimes it's loud. It's
passionate. Your communication will vary depending on what you are talking
about. Your communication can vary with God!!!! You can be loud with Him. You
can be quiet. You can say a short prayer. You can pray for a long time.

Prayer is not just an event. Not something you just check off the box. He wants a
relationship with you! So much so that He gave His only son, so that if you believe
in Him you can have eternal life! Later, yes. But right now too!!!! The word eternal

in the greek can have a qualitative meaning to it as well.

God love you so much that He gave you the Text. But He also knows that Dylan



will need some help so He gave us this prayer line so that when | don’t understand
| can call for support!!!

Now, | do think scheduled times of prayer are really really important. Rituals help
shape us. It becomes part of who we are. But we don’t only have to pray before

we eat and before we sleep. We don’t have to pray to God at church only. Talk to
God multiple times a day. He wants to hear from you. Talk to God when you read

1 Thessalians tells us that He wants us to be in constant communication with Him.

Prayer helps make your heart more like His. Have you ever noticed that when you
or someone you know makes a new friend and they start spending a lot of time
together that they start becoming like each other? Start talking like each other,
dressing like each other, doing each other’s hobbies. Their priorities start to align.
How does this happen? They spend time together! Communicate together!

The price of prayer is surrender. What do you have to surrender? You have to
surrender your will. To come to God completely honest. Bare your soul to Him.
He already knows yes, but you have to tell Him. He's begging you to do it.

Guys here is something to wrestle with: Can people tell that you are close to God
by the way you talk? The way you dress? The way you behave? The priorities in
your life?

Implications/Discussion Questions
1. How would you rate your prayer life? 1-10 How is it? How do you rate
your communication with the Creator?
2. If it's not what you want, then what do you need to surrender to have a
better prayer life? Phone? Social media? Video games?
3. What catches your eye as you look at the prayers of the people in the
Text? Like Zechariah.
4. How does your prayer life affect your relationship with God? Is it as easy
to be mad at Him if you're in constant communication with Him?
. What is the greatest prayer you have had answered?
. What prayer are you still waiting on for God to answer?
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