
Wednesday, July 16, 2025


A Disciple Loves All People by Serving 

Scripture: John 13:1–17, Matthew 28:16–20, Matthew 4:18–22


We are going to dive into what it actually means to be a disciple of Jesus. 
Not just someone who believes, but someone who follows.”


1⃣  POINT ONE: A DISCIPLE TAKES NEXT STEPS 

Scripture: Matthew 28:16–20 (The Great Commission)


“Go and make disciples... teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.”


Key Thought: 
Jesus didn’t say, “Go and have cool youth group nights.” He said, “Go and 
make disciples.” 
That means: keep following. Keep growing. Keep stepping.


Illustration: 
Jesus didn’t say, “Go if you feel ready.” It’s more like:


“As you’re going… wherever life takes you… keep becoming more like 
Me.”


Interactive Idea: 
Ask: “What’s one step of obedience you’ve taken recently?” (Let students 
reflect silently or share in small groups later.)
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2⃣  POINT TWO: A DISCIPLE FOLLOWS JESUS 

Scripture: Matthew 4:18–22


“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”


Key Thought: 
Discipleship isn’t just believing the right stuff. It’s following Jesus wherever 
He goes—and that’s always going to involve people.


Jewish Background Insight: 
In the first century, a rabbi would invite students to follow him, and people 
would say:


“May you be covered in the dust of your rabbi.” 
Why? Because they’d follow so closely they’d get dusty from his feet.


Challenge Question:  
“Would anyone know you're a follower of Jesus by the way you live?”


3⃣  POINT THREE: A DISCIPLE LOVES BY SERVING 

Scripture: John 13:1–17


Jesus washed His disciples’ feet… even Judas. Then He said: 
“I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.”


Key Thought: 
Jesus—King of Kings—got down on His knees and washed dirty feet. And 
He tells us, “Do what I did.”
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Illustration Idea: 
Bring a towel and basin on stage. Talk about how uncomfortable it would 
be to wash someone’s feet today—and yet, Jesus did that, knowing the 
cross was hours away.


Real Life Tie-In: 
Serving doesn’t have to be dramatic.


• Invite the new kid to sit with you.


• Help someone with homework.


• Clean up without being asked.


“We don’t serve to look good—we serve because Jesus did.”


🧭  APPLICATION & RESPONSE: WHAT’S YOUR NEXT STEP? 

Next Step Challenge:


• Some of you have just said yes to Jesus. Your next step? Get 
baptized.


• Some of you need to start serving. Your next step? Ask God to show 
you where.


• All of us? Keep taking steps.
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📖  SCRIPTURE DISCUSSION (based on key passages) 

🔹  Matthew 28:16–20 (The Great Commission) 

3. Why do you think Jesus gave this command after the resurrection?


4. What do you think it means to “make disciples”? How is that 
different from just going to church?


🔹  Matthew 4:18–22 (Jesus calls the disciples) 

5. When Jesus says “Follow me,” what do you think that looked like in 
real life?


6. The disciples left their jobs and families to follow Jesus. What’s 
something you might need to let go of in order to follow Him more 
closely?


🔹  John 13:1–17 (Jesus washes the disciples’ feet) 

7. How would you feel if Jesus started washing your feet?


8. Why do you think Jesus washed Judas’s feet, even knowing what 
Judas was about to do?


9. What does it mean to “serve others” in today’s world—and how is 
that loving people?
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🧭  PERSONAL APPLICATION & NEXT STEPS 

10. What’s one way you’ve seen someone serve like Jesus?


11. What’s your “next step” in following Jesus? (Baptism? Serving? 
Talking to a leader?)


12. Who is one person in your life you can love by serving this week—
and what will you do?


13. What makes it hard for you to serve others?


14. Why do you think Jesus ties loving people so closely to serving 
people?
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